The Soils of Snows Lake Vineyard
While the high altitude of Snows Lake Vineyard certainly affects our grapes, the other key factor in our quality is the unique soil that nourishes the vines. Most of California is comprised of alluvial and sedimentary soils; mixed and matched by the constant seismic activity in our state. Not at Snows Lake. Our soils are purely volcanic. The terrain is rugged, and our rolling hills are surrounded by the steep mountains of the Mayacamas Mountain Range. Rock is everywhere; it’s a part of our distinctive terroir. 

On a cold day at Snows Lake, you can still see the steam plumes rising from nearby geothermal vents. These vents are the remnants of ancient volcanoes that erupted and spewed hot rock and ash throughout the region. The Lake County diamonds that glitter in the soil of our vineyard are lasting evidence of these eruptions. Ours are evolving soils; mineral rich, very well-drained and with limited organic material. 

Our predominantly Aiken series soils are low to medium fertility, slightly acidic and have limited water holding capacity. Combined with our water management techniques, these soils allow us maximum control over vine vigor during the growing season; creating the kinds of tiny berries and concentrated flavors that winemakers seek.

Within Snows Lake Vineyard, each individual block has a different exposure, a different slope, or a different microclimate. Some blocks are higher on the mountain, or have thinner soils, or get more sun. What is important is that we farm each block as a unique entity, capturing the flavors that only it can produce. These blocks are farmed in parcels of eight acres on average.

This is what our client wineries have come to expect from Snows Lake Vineyard, and it helps explain why our grapes are used by such prestigious wineries. The goal of any good vineyard manager is to keep the vines in balance. Our careful matching of rootstocks and clones to these soils gives us the conditions to do this with great accuracy. Our grapes ripen slowly and evenly, and develop the intense varietal character that makes for great wine. 


Red Hills AVA

We are proud of the role Snows Lake Vineyard has played in gaining recognition and eventually approval for the new Red Hills Lake County American Viticultural Appellation. This is a unique land, and we are very excited that we have been part of making history here.

The Red Hills Lake County AVA is in the Mayacamas Mountains overlooking Clear Lake, California’s largest natural lake. Here the deep red rocky soils and rugged mountains create a growing region unlike most of the rest of California. Lava, obsidian, and the quartz crystals known as Lake County diamonds all add an element of intrigue to this remarkable geology.

