The People of Snows Lake Vineyard

The most important asset of Snows Lake Vineyard is the remarkable team of people who work together to grow great grapes for an outstanding list of clients. 

As the owners of Snows Lake Vineyard, we recognize the contributions that this team makes to our success and the success of our customers. As a farming family, we have no illusions about the work it takes to grow excellent grapes. It takes hard work. It takes a seamless blend of expertise in the most advanced viticultural techniques and an experienced, committed team that is focused on quality. All of us are dedicated to achieving one goal: grapes of great character and distinction for ourselves and our clients.

In the biographies that follow, you will find one common thread. Amid the rich range of backgrounds, experience, and expertise, you will see that each of these people bring a belief that what we are doing is important. We are making a difference.

Mary Myers Kauppila

Mary Myers Kauppila is that rare individual, a native Californian. She grew up on a citrus ranch in Ojai, and gained important entrepreneurial experience in the family’s business. Her first job, at age ten, was as an irrigator for her family’s orchards there. She welcomed the move into the office to do financial/market analysis in her teens. She and her family are the owners and driving force behind Snows Lake Vineyard.

Mary founded her first company in 1972, in the field of environmental consulting. Further entrepreneurial efforts were focused on Energy Investment, Inc., a national engineering and project finance company specialized in the development of energy efficiency and co-generation projects. She sold the company in 1997 to Duke Energy Company.

Mary is CEO of Ladera Management Company, which manages the family’s diversified assets in agriculture, venture capital, real estate and other investments; Snows Lake Vineyard is a key element in that portfolio. She also serves as a Director for American Funds managed by the Capital Group in Los Angeles. 

Concurrently, she is CEO of The Myers Kauppila Family Foundation’s philanthropic efforts. She serves as a Trustee of Buckingham, Browne & Nichols School, Cambridge, MA; is a member of the National Executive Committee of the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship, headquartered in New York City; and is on the Board of Overseers at The Hoover Institution at Stanford University. Mary Myers Kauppila received her BA degree in Economics from Harvard University in 1976. 

She currently lives in Boston with her husband, her son, and an English Setter. She commutes to her native California on a regular basis.

George Myers

Having grown up on a citrus and avocado ranch in Ojai, California, George Myers knew early on the farming lifestyle had great appeal. He was fascinated by the interaction of the land, people, risk, opportunities, and investment; and enthusiastically joined the family business. After graduation from college, he continued to learn the business from his mentor/father in a managerial capacity.

As the family portfolio grew to include operations in Florida as well, George focused on the marketing side. His business travels to the Far East exposed him to the different cultures and realities of the global market economy. In the late 1980’s George moved up to Sacramento to help manage the family’s expanded operations, including 1,200 acres of Chardonnay and Syrah wine grapes. These farming activities also included row crops and pears.

George worked on the acquisition and development of Snows Lake Vineyard and, in collaboration with several prominent growers in the area, George spearheaded the formation of the new Red Hills Lake County AVA. Currently he is involved in strategic planning and marketing for the Vineyard, as well as the other family investments, venture capital and real estate.

George serves as a Director of The Merchants National Bank, Sacramento, California; an advisor to the Sonoma Land Trust, Sonoma, California; and a Director of the Northern California Office of The National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship. He graduated from U.C. Davis with a B.S. in Agricultural Economics. In addition, he is a graduate of the California Agricultural Leadership Program.

George resides in St. Helena, California, is married and has one fine Border Collie.

John Adriance

John Adriance’s background has given him the ideal preparation to serve as the Chief Operating Officer of Snows Lake Vineyard. With more than twenty years of strategic business experience and eighteen years in top management positions with Robert Mondavi Corporation, Adriance brings both discipline and creativity to every segment of our operations.

John’s career began with a B.S. degree in Economics from the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania. From there he worked as an audit manager at PriceWaterhouseCoopers, in both San Francisco and New York. He was responsible for auditing and consulting services for various manufacturing and financial service clients, including clients in the wine-making, food processing, agriculture, mining, insurance, leasing and banking industries.

For the Robert Mondavi Corporation, John was first Vice-president, Controller, and then Vice-president Chilean Business Operations for one of America’s best-known wineries. He was deeply involved in the Mondavi IPO, as well as a series of major innovations there, from Total Quality Management and Information Systems projects to major acquisitions. During his time there, the company grew from annual sales of 200,000 cases to a world-wide organization with over 7 million cases and $300 million in revenues.

John is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the California State Society of CPAs. He is on the Board of Directors of the Lake County Winegrape Commission and has served as the Chairman, as well as, the Marketing Committee Chair of that organization. He lives in the Napa Valley with his wife and two daughters and is an avid baseball fan and golfer.

Bob Johnson

Bob Johnson is the Director of Winegrowing for Snows Lake Vineyard. As such he is responsible for managing all of Snows Lake Vineyard’s red grape varietals (Cabernet Sauvignon, Zinfandel and others) in the Mayacamas Mountains of Lake County.

Prior to joining the Snows Lake Vineyard team, Bob was the Vineyard Director at Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates for sixteen years, working primarily with Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Syrah. He has extensive expertise in viticulture in a wide range of regions, including planting and farming extensive acreage in the cool climate region of Santa Barbara County as well as the Salinas Valley.

Viticulture is more than just a job for Bob, and he brings a passion for wine to every vineyard block at Snows Lake Vineyard. He strongly believes that the most valuable asset of any company is its people, and he takes an active role with that philosophy. He loves all aspects of wine growing and wine making, and frequently travels to wine regions both inside and outside of the US in his free time.

Bob was born and raised in Turlock, California, where he grew up working (and eventually running) the family almond and walnut farm. He decided to pursue a career in farm management, and earned horticultural degrees from both Modesto Junior College and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and a Masters from the University of California at Davis.

Bob’s wife is also a viticulturist, and the two live in Lake County and enjoy their rural lifestyle. In addition to growing and drinking wine, Bob builds and plays his own musical instruments.

Charlie Hossom
With twenty-five years of experience in some of the most technically advanced areas of viticulture, Charlie Hossom brings valuable insights to our goal of growing some of the best grapes in the Mayacamas Mountains.  As a Snows Lake Viticulturist, he is responsible for the technical direction of the vineyard, and a strong proponent of continuous improvement in all of our winegrowing practices.  

Charlie began his career in the wine industry as the manager for the University of California at Davis’ Oakville Experiment Station, where he oversaw the university’s research efforts in the Napa Valley. This work later led him to take a position at AgriVitis Inc.; a small research company focused on clonal selection and genetic improvement of winegrapes. In addition to his research work, Charlie has held key viticultural positions with some of the top grape growers in America, including Inglenook – Napa Valley, Chateau Ste. Michelle, and Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars.

As someone who both grows grapes and makes wine, Charlie fully understands the relationship between the work in the vineyard and the quality in the bottle.  “The ultimate expression of Snows Lake Vineyard’s quality will be through the wine that is produced from our grapes,” says Charlie.  “I am totally committed to working closely with our client wineries to optimize the quality of their wines.” 

Charlie has degrees in Biology and Geography, complemented by a Master’s of Science from UC Davis. In viticulture Charlie found a career where he could put all of his education and life experience to use. At Snows Lake Vineyard he has found a place to practically apply those skills towards the single goal of producing great wines.

Charlie is married to Sonia, and the couple have two children. They enjoy traveling when they can, gardening when they can’t; and always enjoy great food and wine together with good friends.  

In 2003, in recognition of both his ability and his in-depth knowledge of the individual blocks of Snows Lake Vineyard, Canino was promoted to vineyard operations manager.

Having spent more than a quarter of a century in the US, Canino is now a naturalized US citizen, and lives on the ranch at Snows Lake Vineyard with his wife and four children. They are an important part of the Snows Lake family and the Snows Lake story.

