Snows Lake Vineyard And Our Community

At Snows Lake Vineyard, we have a long-standing commitment to our community and the larger context in which we farm, live and do business. We believe that our role can go beyond mere words of encouragement and financial support: we can also serve as a role model for other businesses in the area. This philosophy extends to every element of our operation, from our employees and their families to the larger community as a whole. For more than thirty-five years, the Myers Kauppila Family Foundation’s philanthropic efforts have supported good works in the communities where we live and work. Snows Lake Vineyard does not exist in a vacuum, and we have worked hard to make our vineyard, our property, and our environment part of a greater effort to improve the quality of life for all of us in the Mayacamas Mountains. It is a responsibility we take very seriously, and an accomplishment in which we take great pride.

We have begun close at home, with our efforts to create a safe and welcoming working environment for our employees. By being sensitive to the needs of our workers, we not only create a model for other businesses in the area, but we also generate the kind of employee loyalty that makes running our vineyard a true pleasure. At every level of our operation, we hire good people, we respect them, and we enjoy working with them. Our serious commitment to the local wine and grape industry includes playing a leadership role in the Lake County Winegrape Commission, as well as a very cooperative role with our neighboring vineyards. We do not see these vineyards as competition as much as we see them as fellow travelers on an important road. We must all work together to establish this remarkable region as a leading source of fine wine grapes in California’s North Coast, and leaders in sustainable agriculture.

Because we are the leading grapegrower in Lake County, we believe that we have a responsibility to reach out to this community, to encourage and lead it in ways that will not only make Lake County a better place to grow grapes, but also a better place to live, to work, and to raise a family. 

Education
We have taken a strong stand in support of youth and education. Over the years, we have found many ways to encourage young people to get involved in our business, our community, and most importantly, their own education and future. In addition to these local programs, the Myers Kauppila Family Foundation has supported similar goals and programs on a national basis.

National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship—NFTE

NFTE’s mission is to teach entrepreneurship to young people from low income communities. At risk teenagers are taught by NFTE certified teachers a unique curriculum designed to enhance their economic productivity by improving their business, academic and life skills. The Myers Kauppila Foundation is a major sponsor and contributor to NFTE including scholarships for Lake County students and teachers who have been able to attend NFTE BizCamps at Stanford University.

Water Turbidity Monitoring Project
The Turbidity Monitoring Project is a joint undertaking with students from W.C. Carlé High School who test for the presence of nitrates and phosphates in local waterways as evidence of agricultural chemicals being washed into the local streams. They also test for the presence of suspended solids (turbidity testing) that may result from soil erosion during storms.

In addition to providing an excellent workshop for these students, this program has provided hard data that validates the extensive effort made by Snows Lake Vineyard in its erosion control programs to minimize the amount of silt that might be washed off the property in storm events.

Environmental Tours
As a part of our involvement in our community, we regularly organize and host tours of Snows Lake Vineyard. These have included numerous environmental educational tours for many children’s and students’ groups, from a local home-schooled organization to a Brownie troop working on their environmental badge and a Yuba College Biology Class. 

Clear Lake Performing Arts
A principal source of funding for the CLPA and its programs comes from the annual Home Wine Makers Festival conducted in nearby Kelseyville. Snows Lake Vineyard is the leading supplier of wine grapes to the CLPA. With home winemakers able to pick small amounts of Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot, Petite Sirah, Zinfandel, and Barbera from Snows Lake Vineyards’s best blocks, the event is a highlight of the community. Each year Kelseyville’s main street is blocked off for a festive street fair, with music, food, and wine tasting provided by a number of home wine makers and local commercial wineries. 

Other Educational Support Programs:
Snows Lake Vineyard also supports education and the youth of our community through a series of donations and other activities, from buying livestock from 4-H students to sponsoring a local student’s participation in a national rodeo competition. We often make monetary donations to various schools to support sports programs and outdoor science field trips, and we encourage our employees to do the same. Our employees donated the $1,000 proceeds from a charity golf tournament to Coyote Valley School, and the welding equipment and supplies we donated to Kelseyville High School were used in a program by the students to build equipment that we now use in our vineyard. 

